City of Colton Electric Utility
How Colton Deflated their

Balloon Problem

Bl CHALLENGES

e Colton’s residents, retailers, schools, and social
organizations are often unaware of the risks of
releasing helium-filled balloons within the City.

* Helium-filled balloons are readily available for
ourchase and remain a popular item at
celebrations and parties.

k4 SOLUTIONS & OPPORTUNITIES

* |nstitute a marketing campagin to increase public
awareness of the hazards of releasing helium-

filled balloons.

e Pass new City Ordinance prohibiting the release
of helium-tilled balloons within the city.

Jessica Sutorus
Environmental Conservation Supervisor
jsutorus@coltonca.gov ® 909-370-5561

Adrianne Rogers
Senior Energy Services Specialist
arogers@coltonca.gov ® 909-514-4214
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Communication Vehicles

Helium-Filled Balloons

Cause Power Outages!

e Social media

e Flyers/handouts

iLos globos de Helio causan
interrupciones de la energial S

When a helium balloon touches a power line, it
causes a power outage. Think about celebrating
with cake or flowers. Do it for your neighborhood!

Cuando un globo de helio toca una linea eléctrica, causa

un corte de energia. Piense en celebrar con el pastel o las

flores. jHagalo por su vecindario!

® Posters (

e \Neb content

Messaging

www.coltononline.com
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o Explain/illustrate the problem

* Emphasize impact such as power outages ana
their subsequent effects on things like in-home
medical equipment

e Suggest alternatives

Other Objectives
* Accessible to both English and Spanish speakers

Ordinance No. O-14-19 banning the

release of balloons and sky lanterns was
passed on November 1%th, 2019.

Jessica Sutorus
Environmental Conservation Supervisor
jsutorus@coltonca.gov ® 909-370-5561
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ORDINANCE NO. 0-14-19

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
COLTON, CALIFORNIA, ADDING CHAPTER 6.50 OF THE COLTON
MUNICIPAL CODE BANNING THE RELEASE OF BALLOONS AND
SKY LANTERNS.

WHEREAS, pursuant to the authority granted to the City of Colton (“City”) by
Article XI, Section 7 of the California Constitution, the City has the police power to regulate
the use of land and property within the City in a manner designed to promote public
convenience and general prosperity, as well as public health, welfare, and safety: and,

WHEREAS, the City has determined that balloons and sky lantems released into the
atmasphere return to the earth as litter; and,

WHEREAS, the release, whether accidental or intentional, of balloons and sky
lanterns into the atmosphere poses a risk to the public’s health and safety in the form of
powerline obstructions and a danger to wildlife, who may ingest the debris upon its inevitable
return to the earth or sea; and,

WHEREAS, the County of San Bermardino, wherein the City is located, is home to
over forty (40) endangered or threatened species; and,

WHEREAS, the City is located less than one hundred (100) miles from the ocean,
which is home to more endangered and threatened species such as sea turtles, which mistake

balloon remains for food and risk starvation and death if they ingest the balloon remains: and,

WHEREAS, balloons of all materials, when released into the atmosphere, can travel
hundreds of miles; and

WHEREAS, even balloons labeled as biodegradable do not degrade fast enough to
avoid all risk of ingestion by wildlife;

WHEREAS, when they become entangled in City power lines, all balloons pose a
serious risk to the City’s infrastructure and the health and safety of City residents, who rely on
electricity for life saving medical services;

WHEREAS, the City wishes to prohibit the release of balloons and sky lanterns; and,

WHEREAS, the City finds that these revisions to the City’s Municipal Code will
preserve, promote, and protect the health, safety, and welfare of its citizens.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLTON,
CALIFORNIA, DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

“Chapter 6.50- RELEASE OF BALLOONS AND SKY LANTERNS INTO THE
ATMOSPHERE”

Ordinance No. O-14-19
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Mylar Balloons Cause Power Outages!
Say "l love you” with candy or flowers instead!

iLos globos de Mylar causan interrupciones de la energia!
iDiga "Te Amo" con caramelos o flores en lugar de globos!
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NOBODY IS HAPPY ABOUT
A POWER OUTAGE.
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& You have a lot celebrating to do this year, and when
you do, consider a balloon alternative like bubbles,
flowers, or candy. They will make everyone happy
and keep the electrcity on in your neighborhood.
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Las gorras de
graduacioén bajan.

Los globos no.

Este afio, celebre a su graduado con una
alternativa a los globos llenos de helio. Los globos
llenos de h ueden quedar atrapados en las
lineas 5 y causar interrupciones. Los
collares de flores, banderas y burbujas son todas
grandes maneras de mostrar su alegria para

henrar a su graduado!
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Adrianne Rogers

Senior Energy Services Specialist
arogers@coltonca.gov ® 909-514-4214
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